
Scripture for IN THE WILDERNESSPNC camps 2026
NOTE: Revs Leah and Amara have made changes to better fit gender balance and our
preferences (ie we couldn’t make sense of how the scripture revealed the theme). These are
indicated below as ‘Recommended Alternative:’ and are placed in front of the recommended
curriculum.
Day 1: Wilderness IS.Alt: Psalm 104 is GREAT but pretty long: https://www.bible.com/bible/37/PSA.104.CEBRecommended Alternative: Isaiah 55: v1a-2b,3,10-13 (this has a great accompanyingsong)
All of you who are thirsty, come to the water!….
Listen carefully to me and eat what is good;
enjoy the richest of feasts.
Listen and come to me;
listen, and you will live.
I will make an everlasting covenant with you,….
Just as the rain and the snow come down from the sky
and don’t return there without watering the earth,
making it conceive and yield plants
and providing seed to the sower and food to the eater,
so is my word that comes from my mouth;
it does not return to me empty.
Instead, it does what I want,
and accomplishes what I intend.
Yes, you will go out with celebration,
and you will be brought back in peace.
Even the mountains and the hills will burst into song before you;
all the trees of the field will clap their hands.
In place of the thorn the cypress will grow;
in place of the nettle the myrtle will grow.
This will attest to the LORD’s stature,
an enduring reminder that won’t be removed.
Alt: Psalm 98, The Inclusive Psalms
Sing a new song to Our God,
who has worked wonders,
whose right hand and holy arm have brought deliverance!
Our God has made salvation known
and shown divine justice to the nations,
and has remembered in truth and love
the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
Shout to the Most High, all the earth,
break into joyous songs of praise!
Sing praise to Our God with the harp,

https://www.bible.com/bible/37/PSA.104.CEB


with the harp and melodious singing!
and the blast of the shofar,
raise a shout to Our God, Ruler of All.
Let the sea and all within it thunder;
the world and all its peoples.
Let the rivers clap their hands and the hills ring out their joy
9 before Our God, who comes to judge the earth,
who will rule the world with justice
and its peoples with equity.
Curriculum VersionPsalm 139:7-14, The Inclusive PsalmsStory: Fearfully and Wonderfully Made
Where could I run from your Spirit?
Where could I flee from your presence?
If I go up to the heavens’ you’re there;
If I make my bed in Death, you’re already there.
I could fly away with wings made of dawn,
Or make my home on the far side of the sea,
but even there your hand will guide me,
Your mighty hand holding me fast.
If I say, “The darkness will hide me,
and night will be my only light,”
Even darkness won’t be dark to you;
The night will shine like the day–
darkness and lightness are the same to you.



Day 2: Wilderness Awes (Leah)Story: Creation TeachesScripture: Job 12:7-10, Inclusive Version:
But turn to the animals, and let them teach you;
the birds of the air will tell you the truth.
Listen to the plants of the earth, and learn from them;
let the fish of the sea become your teachers.
Who among all these does not know
That the hand of Our God has done this?
In God’s hand is the soul of every living thing;
in God’s hand is the breath of all humankind.
(NSRVUE translation)
“But ask the animals, and they will teach you,

the birds of the air, and they will tell you;
ask the plants of the earth,[a] and they will teach you,

and the fish of the sea will declare to you.
Who among all these does not know

that the hand of the LORD has done this?
In his hand is the life of every living thing

and the breath of every human being.)

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%2012%3A7-10&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-13137a


Day ThreeALT THEME: Wilderness Shares (Amara Lead)Story: Manna from WildernessScripture: Exodus 16, all or v9- or 13-18 (or 19 when extra manna spoils) (CEB)
Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole Israelite community, ‘Come near to the LORD, because
he’s heard your complaints.’” As Aaron spoke to the whole Israelite community, they turned to look toward
the desert, and just then the glorious presence of the LORD appeared in the cloud.
The LORD spoke to Moses, “I’ve heard the complaints of the Israelites. Tell them, ‘At twilight you will eat
meat. And in the morning you will have your fill of bread. Then you will know that I am the LORD your
God.’”
In the evening a flock of quail flew down and covered the camp. And in the morning there was a layer of
dew all around the camp. When the layer of dew lifted, there on the desert surface were thin flakes, as
thin as frost on the ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said to each other, “What is it?” They didn’t
know what it was.
Moses said to them, “This is the bread that the LORD has given you to eat. This is what the LORD has
commanded: ‘Collect as much of it as each of you can eat, one omer per person. You may collect for the
number of people in your household.’” The Israelites did as Moses said, some collecting more, some less.
But when they measured it out by the omer, the ones who had collected more had nothing left over, and
the ones who had collected less had no shortage. Everyone collected just as much as they could eat.

CurriculumTheme: Wilderness LeadsStory: Pillars of Fire & SmokeScripture: Exodus 13:17-22
When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them in the short way, through the country of
the Philistines, for God thought: "if they are confronted with war, they are more likely to lose
heart and return to Egypt.” So God led them through the desert toward the Sea of Reeds. Even
so, the Israelites left Egypt armed.
Moses brought with him the bones of Joseph, for Joseph had made the Israelites swear an oath
saying "It is certain that God will take account of you. When that happens, carry my bones with
you." After they left Succoth, they traveled to Etham, at the edge of the wilderness, where they
camped.. Our God guided them with a pillar of cloud in the day, and with a pillar of fire to give
them light after dark. They were able to travel by day, and by night, and neither the pillar of
cloud nor the pillar of fire failed to lead the people.



Day Four
Wilderness Frightens (Leah)Recommended Alternative: Gen 21:14-19 (CEB)Story: Hagar walks in the Wilderness
Abraham got up early in the morning, took some bread and a flask of water, and gave it to
Hagar. He put the boy in her shoulder sling and sent her away.
She left and wandered through the desert near Beer-sheba. Finally the water in the flask ran
out, and she put the boy down under one of the desert shrubs. She walked away from him
about as far as a bow shot and sat down, telling herself, I can’t bear to see the boy die. She sat
at a distance, cried out in grief, and wept.
God heard the boy’s cries, and God’s messenger called to Hagar from heaven and said to her,
“Hagar! What’s wrong? Don’t be afraid. God has heard the boy’s cries over there. Get up, pick
up the boy, and take him by the hand because I will make of him a great nation.” Then God
opened her eyes, and she saw a well. She went over, filled the water flask, and gave the boy a
drink.
Curriculum versionStory: Peter Walks on Water :Matthew 14:22-30
Jesus insisted that the disciples get into the boat and precede him to the other side. Having sent
the crowds away, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray, remaining there alone as night
fell. Meanwhile, the boat, already a thousand yards from shore, was being tossed about in the
waves which had been raised by the fierce winds. At about three in the morning, Jesus came
walking toward them on the lake. When the disciples saw Jesus walking on the water, they were
terrified. “It is a ghost!”, they said, and in their fear, they began to cry out. Jesus hastened to
reassure them:. “Don't worry, it's me! Don’t be afraid!” Peter spoke up and said, "if it really is
you, tell me to come to you across the water." "Come!" Jesus said. So Jesus got out of the boat
and began to walk on the water toward Jesus. But when he saw how strong the wind was, he
became frightened. He began to sink and cried out, “Save me!”



Day Five:Alt: Wilderness Reveals Amara(use day 6’s material)
Curriculum versionWilderness UnitesStory: Help in Such a Time as ThisScripture: Esther 4:12-17
When Mordecai heard of Esther’s reply, he wrote back the following response: “Don’t fool
yourself into thinking that, just because you are in the imperial palace, you will be the only
Jewish person to escape. If you insist on remaining silent at this time, vindication and liberation
will come to our people through another source (a circumlocution for God) but both you and
your family will surely die. Who’s to say? – you may have come into the royal court for just this
moment”.
So Esther sent a message to Mordecai: “Bring together all the Jewish people in Susa now and
fast for me. Do not eat or drink, day and night, for three days. After that, I will go to the
sovereign in defiance of the law. If I die, I die.” Mordecai went and carried out all of Ester’s
instructions.



Alt Day Six: Day 7’s materials
Day Six: Wilderness RevealsStory: The Broken RoadScripture: Luke 10:25-37
A legal expert stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to gain eternal life?”
Jesus replied, “What is written in the Law? How do you interpret it?”
He responded, “You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your being, with allyour strength, and with all your mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.”[a]
Jesus said to him, “You have answered correctly. Do this and you will live.”
But the legal expert wanted to prove that he was right, so he said to Jesus, “And who is my
neighbor?”
Jesus replied, “A man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho. He encountered thieves, who
stripped him naked, beat him up, and left him near death. Now it just so happened that a priest
was also going down the same road. When he saw the injured man, he crossed over to the
other side of the road and went on his way. Likewise, a Levite came by that spot, saw the
injured man, and crossed over to the other side of the road and went on his way. A Samaritan,
who was on a journey, came to where the man was. But when he saw him, he was moved with
compassion. The Samaritan went to him and bandaged his wounds, tending them with oil and
wine. Then he placed the wounded man on his own donkey, took him to an inn, and took care of
him. The next day, he took two full days’ worth of wages and gave them to the innkeeper. He
said, ‘Take care of him, and when I return, I will pay you back for any additional costs.’ What do
you think? Which one of these three was a neighbor to the man who encountered thieves?”
Then the legal expert said, “The one who demonstrated mercy toward him.”
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2010%3A25-37&version=CEB#fen-CEB-25382a


Day Seven: Wilderness Awaits (Leah)Story: A Future with HopeScripture: Jeremiah 29:11-14 (Common English Bible)
I know the plans I have in mind for you, declares the LORD; they are plans for peace, not
disaster, to give you a future filled with hope. When you call me and come and pray to me, I will
listen to you. When you search for me, yes, search for me with all your heart, you will find me. I
will be present for you, declares the LORD, and I will end your captivity. I will gather you from all
the nations and places where I have scattered you, and I will bring you home after your long
exile, declares the LORD.


